
 

1 

 

Minutes 

 

GEP Guidance drafting meeting, 10-12 July 2018, Vienna 

Attending: Jo Halleraker, Veronika Koller Kreimel, Sebastian Döbbelt-Grüne, Jan Brooke, Raimund Mair, Kata-

rina Vartia, Martina Bussettini, Wouter van de Bund, Eleftheria Kampa 

Minutes taken: Eleftheria Kampa 
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1 Mitigation measures  

- 10 July, pre-meeting on tables of mitigation measures attended by Jan, Wouter, Veronika, Mar-
tina 

- The table outlined by Jan in the Vienna meeting will be the basis for the mitigation measures li-
brary in the Annex of the Guidance. The table which was discussed is developed mainly for 
TraC waters. In total, the Annex should include 3 tables of the same structure: one for rivers, 
one for lakes and one for TraC waters. 

- The tables will be made available as “view” versions in the document of the guidance, but also 
providing a hyperlink to Excel versions of the tables on CIRCABC (possibility to work with fil-
ters in Excel). 

- The table allows us to have an overarching approach to the selection of relevant mitigation 
measures, depending on the nature of the physical modifications. The tables will show the 
mitigation measures expected to be selected for GEP, in the absence of good reasons for 
excluding the measures. 

- The table on TraC waters will be further developed by Jan (with input from Fuensanta?). 

- The first draft of the tables on rivers and lakes will be developed by Eleftheria, using Jan’s struc-
ture as a model and content on the measure grouping from Sebastian’s table (circulated to 
core group on 10

th
 July).  
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- The draft tables will be shared with the core group before the meeting in August, to be reviewed 
for inclusion in the draft guidance for consultation. 

- Table on lakes (lake type for HMWB/GEP) is a challenge because we have not done much work 
so far on mitigation measures for lakes in this group. Good examples of mitigation measures 
for lakes are included in some of the GEP storage cases provided by countries.  

- Columns A to F on uses should use as far as possible the terminology on “uses” as used in the 
draft guidance. 

- Column G on the physical modifications is too detailed; effort needed to simplify it 

- Mitigation measures: We should identify the most common mitigation measures for each water 
category and try to keep the number of measure groups low in the tables.  

- Jan to send her revised structure of tables (revised during the meeting to Vienna) to Eleftheria 
for further development 

- Once group of measures shown in the library tables are agreed, brief descriptions of the meas-
ure groups will be included in the annex of the guidance (source of information: REFORM 
wiki, JRC technical reports, navigation workshop report, other measure factsheets; concern-
ing the description of measures for TraC: this needs further discussion with Fuensanta and 
Jan) 

- Sebastian could develop the pictograms for groups of measures, for which we do not have a pic-
togram yet. 

 

2 Timeline until written consultation with ECOSTAT 

- A written consultation with ECOSTAT will take place before the next ECOSTAT meeting on 23-
24 October 2018. 

- The timeline discussed was (approximately) as follows: 

o Availability of material for core group meeting (revised chapters, progress with new 
chapters, tables of mitigation measures): 24 August 

o Online meeting of core group to discuss revised chapters 1-5 and progress with new 
chapters: 28-29 August 

o Completion of draft version for consultation: 30 August to 12 September 

o Draft guidance to ECOSTAT for comments: 12 September 

o Deadline for ECOSTAT comments: 26 September 

o 12 October: Revised draft guidance to be sent to ECOSTAT 

- Notes on non-availability of core group members over summer:  

o Martina not available in summer,  

o Wouter not available 13-25 August,  

o Jan not available 7-21 August,  

o Sebastian not available 17 July-20 August,  

o Jo not available until 13 August,  

o Katarina not available until 20 August,  

o Eleftheria not available until 7 August,  

o Veronika mostly available in summer. 



 

3 

 

3 GEP Guidance, chapters 1 to 5 

- Chapters 1 to 5 were discussed and revisions agreed on the basis of written comments by core 
group and ECOSTAT feedback 

- Eleftheria will revise chapters 1 to 5 in August on the basis of the discussions in Vienna. The re-
vised chapters 1 to 5 will be reviewed again during the meeting of the core group on 28-29 
August. 

4 GEP Guidance, chapters 6 to 12 

- Chapter 6: Mitigation measures: It will mainly explain how to use the mitigation measures tables 
in the Annex of the Guidance 

- Jan will make notes in tables of mitigation measures on the functionality of the table, which can 
be used as starting point for drafting the chapter 

- Chapter 7 first draft to be developed by Eleftheria for August 

- Chapter 8 to be taken out of the outline as the content is covered in other sections 

- Chapter 9 first draft to be developed by Katarina for August 

- Chapters 10 and 11, agreed to be taken out of the outline 

- Chapter 12 first draft to be developed by Jo for August. It should be briefly describe the proce-
dure proposed for intercalibration in the future 

5 Feedback from ECOSTAT after Tallinn 

- Comments from SedNet to be considered 

- Comments from Eurelectric on continuum: Comment to replace continuum in the graphs with 
“the values of relevant BQE” not accepted, because it is wrong understanding of continuum. 
For the closest comparable water type, we do not consider only the situation in this specific 
water body (e.g. reservoir) but also in the upstream and downstream water bodies. 

6 GEP storage cases 

- Jo has reviewed part of the content of the 18 storage cases on GEP collected from countries 

- He will develop an internal document (separate document from the draft guidance) with prelimi-
nary observations on what type of mitigation measures we have in the case studies and the 
relationship to GEP achievement (at GEP or not at GEP). 

- It is proposed to select 3-4 case studies as examples of good emerging practices, to be devel-
oped as “generic” examples to support the draft guidance (e.g. good case studies are provid-
ed by HU, RO) 

- In the draft guidance, we should include an example on cascades of storage, but also specific 
examples illustrating specific issues e.g. significant adverse effects, technical feasibility, effi-
ciency of measures) 

- Some cases are unclear, e.g. from FI, EE, CY. Jo proposed to identify some additional ques-
tions that should be asked back to the national experts of these case studies, to improve our 
understanding of the cases. Such cases can also be used to illustrate how things “should 
NOT be done” in the draft guidance on the consideration of relevant mitigation measures. 
However, cases have to be anonymous and not traced back to a specific country. 

7 Other case studies 

- ECOSTAT will be invited in the written consultation to propose further practical examples to il-
lustrate issues in the guidance. 
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- Also examples given by core group members so far (e.g. in presentations) can be used to enrich 
the guidance with more examples from uses other than storage (e.g. drainage, navigation) 
and other water categories (e.g. lakes, transitional, coastal waters) 

8 Next meetings 

- 28-29 August 2018, Meeting of GEP core group on Draft Guidance, dates to be blocked for 
online meetings and re-drafting (possibly two separate meetings to discuss new draft chap-
ters and revisions of existing chapters) 

- ECOSTAT meeting, 23-24 October 2018 (start on Tue at 9:00 – finish on Wednesday by 16:00), 
Gothenburg, Sweden,  

o Agenda: one day on GEP/Hymo issues (proposal to include also a specific presenta-
tion on the concept of Ecological Continuum); second day on other issues and work-
programme for 2019 

- ECOSTAT meeting, spring 2019, Vienna  

- ECOTAT meeting, autumn 2019, Cyprus 

- Workshop on Floods Directive and Hydromorphology, 4-5 December 2018, Budapest 

 

9 Actions / next steps 

Action Who By when 

1. Share structure of tables for mitigation 
measures as revised in Vienna 

Jan 13 July 

2. Review list of measures for rivers/lakes 
as developed by Sebastian 

Martina 20 July 

3. Draft version of table of mitigation 
measures for rivers/lakes 

Eleftheria August, asap 

4. Draft version of table of mitigation 
measures for TraC waters 

Jan August, asap 

5. Revise chapters 1 to 5 Eleftheria 17 August 

6. Draft chapters 6 to 12 See notes above on 
authors in minutes 

24 August 

7. Internal document on GEP storage cases 
with preliminary observations on what 
type of mitigation measures we have in 
the case studies and the relationship to 
GEP achievement 

Jo ? 

 


